ELATED: Evaluation Report

Report compiled by Marie Lagerwall (LSE) as part of the MIDESS Project.
“The goal of this software is to provide a usable program that small institutions may use to manage growing collections of digital data, and to do so in a manner that is consistent with the Fedora project so that these same institutions may adopt or transition to other tools that will be developed in the future” (from Elated documentation)
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1. Introduction

Elated is an open-source application developed to work on top of Fedora. According to its development team, Elated “could be used as a digital assets management system, an institutional repository, or to meet other collection archiving, publishing and searching needs” (from http://elated.sourceforge.net/#overview). However, its core functionality resides primarily in the creation of collections and in the submission of single or multiple files to these collections.
Further information on Elated can be found at http://elated.sourceforge.net/ and http://lib-2.lse.ac.uk:8080/elated/about.jsp. 

2. Methodology

This evaluation is to be carried out on Elated’s own terms, that is, testing and evaluating the features that the Elated development team set out/claim to achieve, which include the following:
· “stores digital objects in Fedora repository 

· supports Dublin Core metadata entry and searching 

· supports custom metadata by collection 

· automatically generates previews for image files 

· supports compound digital objects 

· permits shared collections with a simple editorial workflow (not-approved/approved) 

· supports indexing and searching of object contents (e.g. the text inside a Microsoft Word or PDF document) 

· allows for user feedback, enabled by collection 

· allows for selection and import of existing Fedora objects into Elated collections” (from http://elated.sourceforge.net/#features) 
For each of these key features, a description and evaluation of the corresponding functionality will be provided in section 3, while further observations can be found in section 4.

3. Evaluation of key features

3.1 Stores digital objects in Fedora repository 
Elated comes with its own database. Objects submitted in Elated will be stored both in this database and the Fedora database, and can be searched for in the FAC. However, data objects created in the FAC or ingested to Fedora using DirIngest, will not be retrieved through a search carried out in Elated, only those objects submitted in Elated or imported from Fedora to a collection created in Elated via Elated’s administration interface (see 5.1.15 Elated – import files) will be retrievable through Elated.

3.2 Supports Dublin Core metadata entry and searching  

3.2.1 Submission and metadata entry

When submitting an object in Elated (see 5.1.8 Elated – add an item), the submitter is presented with a set of fields to fill in, these consist of the fifteen basic DC fields (contributor, coverage, creator, date, description, format, identifier, language, publisher, relation, rights, source, subject, title, type), where the title field only is required. 

In addition, a label field is provided with the comment optional: defaults to file name.  If filled in, the label will appear below the image preview on the object’s page in Elated, though will not result in the label found under the properties tab in the FAC (see 5.1.17 Fedora Admin Client – properties); instead, what is entered in the title field in Elated will appear as label on the properties tab in the FAC, as well of course as appearing as dc:title in the object’s DC datastream in the FAC. 

A further two fields (file, URL) enable the submitter to either browse for the file to upload for submission to Elated (file), or enter a URL containing the file to be submitted to Elated (URL).

Once this first page has been filled in and the submit button clicked, the submitter is presented with an edit item page (see 5.1.9 Elated – edit item) consisting of the fifteen DC fields. All DC fields but the title field appear empty however, so that whatever was input in the other fourteen DC fields on the previous add an item page is lost. This most possibly constitutes a bug. It was also previously observed that the DC initially input on the add an item page was subsequently replaced by the DC from the collection object on the edit item page.

During the submission process, using the back and forward buttons is likely to result in the creation of duplicate objects and deleting duplicate objects either in the FAC (purge), or in Elated, is likely to result in the following error message: fedora.server.errors.ObjectNotIn  LowlevelStorageException: no path in db registry for [lse:709] (where lse:709 is the PID of the duplicate object purged in the FAC or deleted in Elated). This bug prevents even the undeleted non-duplicate object from being displayed on the collection page in Elated, despite it still being retrievable through the FAC.

The submission of objects in Elated has to be carried out within a collection, from the collection’s page (see for example 5.1.4 Elated – collection) where the options to Ingest a group of files into this collection, Add an new item to this collection, or Add a folder to this collection are displayed.

3.2.2 Searching in Elated 

Searching in Elated is rather erratic overall (see http://peter.drc-dev.ohiolink.edu/ticket/109 for further evidence, and see 5.1.13 Elated – advanced search for search screenshot). 

The basic search consists of a single search box with the option to limit the search carried out to either All Public Collections or any of the public collections that exist in Elated.  The advanced search enables you to search on the fifteen DC fields as well as on a ‘contents’ field, though it is unclear where this field originates from since it is not available to fill in as part of the submission process. Up to four searches can be combined using the Boolean operators AND, OR, AND NOT. As with the basic search, the advanced search offers the option to limit a search to All Public Collections or any particular public collection.

Certain peculiarities have been identified while testing both the basic and advanced searches. It is unclear for instance what DC fields are being searched as part of a basic search, it appears only the title, creator, subject, and description fields are searched. Additionally, the search term “digital reproduction” returns a No match found message instead of retrieving the item including this phrase in its description field; the search term digital reproduction does however return the expected item. Phrase searching using quote marks (“”) is thus not available in Elated.

An advanced search carried out on the DC identifier field using an object’s identifier as search term, such as lse:409, returns a No match found message and does not return the expected item. A search carried out on the same field with search term lse* does retrieve the expected items though, so Elated does not tolerate colons in search terms.  However, the search term lse*409 once again returns a No match found message. Since the search term lse retrieves the same set as lse* it becomes  clear there is no wildcard support in  Elated. For instance, the search term *409 returns a No match found message while search terms 409, 40, or 4 do retrieve the expected item(s). 
3.3 Supports custom metadata by collection 

From a collection’s page and following the View collection information link, Elated offers the option to Edit Collection DublinCore Template (see 5.1.6 Elated – collection information) whereby all DC fields but the title field can be ‘added’ or replicated (see 5.1.7 Elated – edit collection Dublincore template) resulting in the (limited) customisation of the DC form on the edit item page of the item submission process.
3.4 Automatically generates previews for image files 

While Elated generates previews for image files of objects submitted in Elated, it does not create previews for images files of  objects created in Fedora and subsequently imported into an Elated collection (see 5.1.5 Elated – image previews for a collection page consisting both of objects with and without previews). 
3.5 Supports compound digital objects 

Objects in Elated can consist of several files of different formats (see 5.1.10 Elated – compound object for object consisting of two JPEG image files and a Microsoft Word document). Additionally, Elated supports the ingest of zip files (though this functionality is currently malfunctioning at the LSE), files contained in zip files result in separate Elated objects however, not in compound objects consisting of several files (see 5.1.12 Elated – zip ingest).
3.6 Permits shared collections with a simple editorial workflow (not-approved/approved) 

Users with administrative rights are able to create collaborative collections which, like non-collaborative collections, can be either private or public. Existing Elated users can be chosen to act either as administrators or contributors to  collaborative collections (see 5.1.16 Elated – add collaborative collection). New objects submitted by contributors move to the approval queue where administrators can decide or not whether to commit the objects to the collection. Elated does not generate emails to collection administrators signalling new submissions awaiting approval, a useful feature which exists in DSpace for example.
3.7 Supports indexing and searching of object contents 

This feature was not tested since the focus of MIDESS is on images and multimedia.

3.8 Allows for user feedback, enabled by collection 

From a collection’s page and following the View collection information link, Elated offers the option to Enable feedback for this collection (see 5.1.6 Elated – collection information) whereby when viewing an item, a user can email the item’s owner. This functionality is currently faulty however and an attempt at emailing the owner results in the following error message: could not send an email to the owner.
3.9 Allows for selection and import of existing Fedora objects into Elated collections
Existing Fedora objects must be imported into Elated collections in order to be retrievable via Elated. This process can be carried out by users with administrative rights and objects can be imported into any type of collection (collaborative, non-collaborative, public, or private; see 5.1.15 Elated – import files). 
4. Further observations
4.1 Elated collections are implicit by default
In the FAC, data objects for collections created in Elated consist only of a single datastream, the DC datastream, with no RELS-EXT datastream listing member or child objects. Instead, the member object gains the RELS-EXT datastream outlining the collection or collections it belongs to (<rel:isMemberOfCollection rdf:resource=”info:fedora/lse:336”/> for example), as well as an empty ELATED-EXT datastream (<ExtMd/>). 

4.2 Collection status 

It is not possible to alter the status of a collection from private to public or vice versa using the Elated interface. 

4.3 DC metadata for objects originally ingested to Fedora using DirIngest and ensuing problems with searching 
Since METS manifests written for ingesting several objects into Fedora via DirIngest can only include one ID=”DC” thus requiring other DC metadata to have different IDs, such as  ID=”DC_#” for example, the resulting member objects will have two DC datastreams in the FAC: a DC datastream created by default upon ingest into Fedora with dc:title and dc:identifier fields only, and DC_#. This causes a problem if such an object is subsequently imported into an Elated collection since searching in Elated is done on the DC datastream, not the DC_# datastream. This problem resides with DirIngest rather than Elated however. 

4.4 Objects in more than one collection
An object cannot belong to more than one collection in Elated. It can be moved from one collection to another, but does not remain with the original collection. However, if the object is an already existing Fedora object subsequently imported into an Elated collection, it remains with its original collection as well as belonging to its new Elated collection.

4.5 Fedora PID for collection objects
While it is possible to find out the Fedora PID for objects submitted in Elated, it is not possible to find this out for collections created in Elated.

5. Appendix

5.1 Screenshots

5.1.1 Elated - home
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5.1.2 Elated - login
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5.1.3 Elated – my collections

[image: image3.png]My Collection:

rosoft Internet Explorer =18l x|

Ele Edt Vew Favortes Took Hel

Ghack v+ > - @ [0 Q| Qearch Gravortes Bivieds (3 |B- S H R

Ackess [] hitpio-2.Jse.ac kiS00 eletedauthenticationAcion.do = ¢

Google - S1[[Clsesch + @ | (5161 biocod | % chodk_- X Autolnk_- Jpuiol e optons

ELATED

Electronic Library for Archiving and Transmitting Data

Home | Logout | About ELATED | Administration

0 [arubic Coleciors

iy Colloctons | Collaborative Gollections| [ Approval queue] [Frofie]

My Collections

Create a new collection

Collection Name  Public / Private

Bicycles Public Delete Collection
Samarai [sland Public Delete Collection
Sture Lagerwall - posters Public Delete Collection
test Public Delete Collection

Contact | Elated Home Page / SourceForqe Site | About this software

Vs vt

2 T (@ e




5.1.4 Elated – collection
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5.1.5 Elated – image previews
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5.1.6 Elated – collection information
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5.1.7 Elated – edit collection Dublincore template
[image: image7.png]A Edit Collection Template - Microsoft Internet Explorer =181

Ele Edt Vew Favortes Took Hel

Ghack v+ > - @ [0 Q| Qearch Gravortes Bivieds (3 |B- S H R

s [ s .00 ot RO 7o bty = ow

Google - [lated search widcard ]| [GS2arch - ) | 59 Sh162biocked | 4 Check - “X Autolink ~  Autoril o] options &

ELATED

Electronic Library for Archiving and Transmitting Data

clated [ search (] widcard

Home | Logout | About ELATED | Administration

0 [arubic Coleciors

iy Colloctons | Collaborative Gollections| [ Approval queue] [Frofie]

CoOLLECTION:
Samarai Island

Edit Collection Dublincore Template

Creator. ‘Add Crealor Field
Subject: ‘Add Sublect Field

Deseription

Publisher: [ | addPublisher Field

Comtributor: [ | AddContibutorField

Date T addDateFied

Type: 4dd Tupe Field

Format: addFomafied

entifier [ sddidenifisrField

Saurce  addSouceFied

@ioone [T [ mtemet





5.1.8 Elated – add an item  
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5.1.9 Elated – edit item 
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5.1.10 Elated – compound object
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5.1.11 Elated – item  
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5.1.12 Elated – zip ingest
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5.1.13 Elated – advanced search
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5.1.14 Elated – administration (users)
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5.1.15 Elated – import files 
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5.1.16 Elated – add collaborative collection
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5.1.17 Fedora Admin Client – properties
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